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Recent a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  news have given t h e  p u b l i c  a mispercepEion 
o f  t he  &rue  involvement of t h i s  Department i n  o v e r s i g h t  and 
mon i to r ing  o f  & h e  "burning" o f  plutonium a t  Rocky F l a t s .  

The R a d i a t i o n  C o n t r o l  program has been a c t i v e l y  involved a t  Rocky 
F l a t s  s i n c e  1969.  Inc luded  i n  our o v e r s i g h t  s i n c e  1970  i s  t h e  
p rocess  by wnich small  me ta l  c h i p s  gene ra red  from t h e  fo rma t ion  
of a plutonium p a r t  a r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n  r e d u c t i o n  f u r n a c e s  t o  a 
chemical ly  i n e r t  form o f  plutonium by c o n t r o l l e d  combustion. 
Emissions from t h e s e  r e d u c t i o n  f u r n a c e s  a r e  monitored f o r  
r a d i o a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s t a c k s  by Rocky F l a t s  pe r sonne l  and t h e  
r e s u l t s  are r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  each month a t  r h e  monthly 
exchange meet ings.  Leve l s  of r a d i o a c t i v i t y  a r e  and have been 
well beiow any a p p l i c a b l e  s t a n d a r d ,  and our s t a f f  c a r e f u l l y  watch 
any t r e n d s  i n  such  e m i s s i o n s .  

While t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  by R a d i a t i o n  C o n t r o l  is n o t  a p e r m i t  system 
(which i s  p r e c l u d e d  by t h e  A&omic Energy Ac&) i c  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
p rov ides  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  of r a d i o a c t i v e  emis s ions  and f u l l  
d i s c l o s u r e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

I n  a d d i c i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  by R a d i a t i o n  Con t ro l  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  
r e d u c t i o n  f u r n a c e s  are  r egu la ;& by t h e  A i r  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  
Divisior, .  A i r  e m i s s i o n s  p e r m i t s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a t e s  were i s s u e d  i n  
1982, w i t h  p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  Should t h e  proposed emiss ions  o r  t h e  
m a t e r i a i s  t o  be combusted change,  t h e  p e r m i t s  would have t o  be 
amended Dy a p r o c e s s  wnich would i n c l u d e  a p u b l i c  comment 
procedure,  

We hope t h e s e  comments r e a s s u r e  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  plutonium 

r e g u l a r l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  a p u b l i c  meet ing.  

t i .  burning" p r o c e s s  i s  c a r e f n l l y  monitored and t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  
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On o u r  common agenda now is the  p r o p o s a l  by hocky E a r s  to c a r r y  out a 
t r i a l  burn of hazardous and mixed r a d i o a c t i v e  wastes. T h i s  small burn 
would c iemonsrrate  whether  t h e  i n c i n e r a t o r s  w i l l  a c h i e v e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of 
t h e  Hazardous Materials D i v i s i o n ' s  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  and 
e m i s s i o n s .  The Hazardous Materials D i v i s i o n  i s  now r e q u e s t i n g  p u b l i c  
comment on t h e  t r i a l  burn p r o p o s a l .  The Department w i l l  n o t  take a 
positive o r  n e g a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  on t h a t  p r o p o s a l  u n t i l  a l l  comment is i n .  
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